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his first marriage. Soon after, they returned and
settled in Dublin. Their only child was born at
Lissadell, in 1901.
Dublin was, at the beginning of the century, a place
teeming with activity, political, artistic, literary, and
Casimir and Constance took part with zest in every
side of it. They painted, acted, wrote and produced
plays. Their house became a centre of this Renais-
sance in Irish life. Gradually she became more and
more interested in its patriotic side. Later on, during
the War, the English authorities in Dublin demanded
that Constance should register as an alien, since she
had married a Russian subject. It seemed to her an
intolerable insult, that an alien Government should
call her an alien in her own country. I presume she
must have said so forcibly. At any rate, she did not
register, nor, as far as I know, was she again asked
to do so.
In 1909 Constance organized the Irish Scout Move-
ment. It had been proposed by the English Boy
Scout leaders to extend their movement to Ireland,
and this roused the Nationalists to start their own
organization. Constance undertook this work and
founded Fianna Na h-Eireann (the name of the old
heroic Irish brotherhood).
It was a significant rule of this association that they
pledged themselves never to join any English armed
force. The boys received an ordinary scout training,
and were, moreover, taught by Constance to shoot.
She lived for a time at ' Belcamp/ a large house with
grounds on the outskirts of Dublin, and it was here
that she organized their training. However, the dan
did not like country life, and she gave up the place
and settled at Surrey House in Dublin. This became
a gathering-place for writers, painters, politicians,//
trade unionists, and Fianna boys. It was here we